Shri. R. Venkatraman and his close association with Gandhigram
Shri.R.Venkatraman the Former President of India had a long and close association with
Gandhigram and its activities. The Trust Deed of Gandhigram executed at Madras on 2nd December
1975 states that he had become the distinguished Founder Trustee along with the Founders
Dr.T.S.Soundram amma and Dr.G.Ramachandran. He visited Gandhigram many a time even with his
busy schedule. He participated in the 33rd annual day of Gandhigram Trust and wrote the following
generous words in the visitor’s book on 1/7/1980.
“ 33tJ Mz;L tpohtpy; fye;J nfhs;Sfpd;w ,e;ehspy; fhe;jpfpuhkk; Nkd;NkYk; tsh;r;rp
ngw;W

rpwe;j

Nrit

nra;a

Ntz;Lnkd

tho;j;JfpNwd;.

kf;fs;

Nritf;fhf

jd;id

mw;gzpj;Js;s “mk;kh” vd;W md;Gld; miof;fg;gLk; jpUkjp.nrse;juk; mth;fspd; Nritiag;
ghuhl;l ,yf;fpaj;jpNyNa nrhw;fs; ,y;iy vd;Nw nrhy;y Ntz;Lk;. mk;khTf;Fj;Jizahf
jpU.gj;kehgd; mth;fs; mwpa Nrit nra;J tUtJ ,e;j epiyaj;jpd; tUq;fhyk; rpwg;ghf
mikAk; vd;gij cWjp nra;fpd;wJ. fhe;jpfpuhkk; ehk; ehl;Lf;F xh; vLj;Jf;fhl;lhf tpsq;Fk;
vd;gjpy; Iakpy;iy. tho;f fhe;jpfpuhkk;!.
•

07/01/1992 (nrt;tha;) md;W [dhjpgjpahf ,Ue;j jpU.Mh;.ntq;fl;uhkd; fhe;jpfpuhk

gy;fiyf;fof epfo;r;rpapy; fye;J nfhz;L fhe;jpfpuhk mwf;fl;lisapy; mikf;fg;gl;L ,Ue;j
fpuhk iftpidg; nghUl;fs; fz;fhl;rpia
1 kzp Neuk; Rw;wpg;ghh;j;jhh; gpd;G md;dG+h;zh
muq;fj;jpy; ele;j fpuhkGw iftpidQh;fpsd; $l;lj;jpy; fye;J nfhz;L [dhjpgjp
Mh;.ntq;fl;uhkd; ,ae;jpuj;ij GFj;jp fpuhkj;njhopy;fis mopj;jy; $lhJ vd;W typAwpj;jpdhh;.
gpd;G fhe;jpfpuhk mwf;fl;lisapy; mjutw;w Foe;ijfs; ikaj;ij Nrh;e;j Foe;ijfspd;
eldq;fis urpj;j FbauRj; jiyth; mth;fis mioj;J ghuhl;bdhh;.
In the sixty first meeting of the Board of Trustee of Gandhigram Trust held on Tuesday the 21st
December 1993 it was suggested to request him to be the PATRON of the Gandhigram Trust. Thus he
became the PATRON of Gandhigram Trust and continued to be till his demise.
In the Golden jubilee celebrations of Gandhigram Trust held in the year October 1997 he has
sent a ‘ Valthu Madal’ in which he stated, “ nghd;tpoh nfhz;lhLtJ Mlk;guj;Jf;fy;y. gpukpf;fj;
jf;f Ik;gJ Mz;L tsh;r;rpia tpl tUfpd;w Ik;gjhz;Lfspy; gd; klq;F ngUf;f Ntz;Lnkd
cWjp Vw;Wf; nfhs;sNt ,jidf; nfhz;lhLfpd;Nwhk;”.
Also he has given a message to the Golden jubilee celebrations of Avvai Ashram a unit of Gandhigram
Trust at Sivasailam. He wrote, “I am glad to associate myself with the Golden Jubilee celebrations of

Avvaiashram. I trust that Avvai Ashram will go on stronger and strong and celebrate not only its
centenary but several millennia in future.”
Shri. R.Venkatraman participated in the inauguration of ISI SOAP a product of Gandhigram Trust
and released the soap, which was held on 12/05/2004 at Gandhi museum Madurai. He interacted with
the Trustees of Gandhigram Trust and also leaders of Survodya Sangham.

17th July, 07 Shri. R.Venkatram had sent a letter regarding the function related with presentation
of the Laptop computer donated by LIC to the children of Gandhigram Trust. He expressed his
happiness regarding the activities relating to education of children and collection of books and CDs. He
has contributed donation for the welfare of the Children’s Home students of Gandhigram Trust.
At present for the centenary year of Shri. R.Venkatraman Anna, Gandhigram Trust decided to
establish the R.V. Rural Industries centre which will cater the needs of SHG community based
organizations, micro enterprises, Artisan guild and other involved in the voluntary sector and rural
development programme. It has been decided to organize seminars / works on the following themes:
-

Industrial growth

-

Development and Social action

-

Women Development

-

Political system

-

Gandhian ideology and Sarvodaya philosophy

We plan to invite Dr.Abdul Kalam to inaugurate the seminars; for concluding session we may invite
Shri. Gopala Krishna Gandhi, former Governor of west Bengal.

