MAN'S SPAN OF LIFE

/@ an’s span of life may be
! j%f’ a hundred and even
A Y B more. But no matter
how long he lives, his life is hardly
one millionth part of a drop in the
ocean that is eternity. All
attachment for it and all
calculations about it hardly make
sense. Our calculations are bound
tobe uncertain. We can only make
a guess at the maximum years a
man may live. For the rest, we see
even healthy children succumb to
death. And we cannot assertthata
man given to the pleasures of life
will not live long. All we can say is
that a man who lives a life of
simplicity and chastity will
probably live long.

But to exercise self-control in
order tolive longislife amountain
in labour bringing forth a mouse.
The passions must be subdued in
order that we may attain self-
realization. If, in the course of that

discipline, we find that life is being
shortened instead of being
lengthened, we need not bother
about it. Health and longevity are
a very insignificant fruit of self-
control.

1 believe in the feasibility of
living the full span of life. .... For
yearsLhavebelieved that ifaperson
is filled with the presence of God
and has thus attained the state of
dispassion, he can surmount
handicaps against longlife.. Thave
come to the conclusion, based on
observation and scriptural
reading, that when a man comes to
that complete living faith in the
Unseen Power and hasbecome free
from passion, the body undergoes
internal transformation. This does
not come about by mere wish. It
needs constant vigilance and
“practice. In spite of both, unless
God’s grace descends unpon one,
human effort comes to naught.

A
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A Letter from the President

SYAMAPRASAD
MOOKERJEE-2

O R. VENKATARAMAN

r. Syamaprasad joined the Unior.
abmqt in 1947 in his personal
capacity along with other
1S mgmshed non-Congressmen like John
Mathai, Shanmugan Chetty and Ambedkar
and the great Congress leaders, Pandit
Jawaharl'fll Nehru and Sardar Patel. Though
aneducationist by specialization, he handled
the portfolio of Industries with arare felicity
and laid the foundation for what was later
called the ‘mixed economy’. Despite being
an ardent believer in private sector, he
established the outstanding public séctor
undertaki.ngs like the Chittaranjan
Locomopve Works, the Hindustan
Aeronau_txcs Ltd., and the Sindri Fertilizers.
P'rag.matlsm and not dogmatism informed
!ns industrial policy. His approach to
mdus.trialization was based on the needs
and circumstances prevailing in the country
and not on any ideological approach to the
issue. He, thus, encouraged every sector
the public, private, cooperative, individual,
and the small and rural industries. I should
like to cite one example: Around 1948, the
w_orkers of salt Pans in the distric’t of
Tirunelveli in South India had formed a co-
operative for the manufacture of salt and
apphed to the Central Government for
assignment of land. The idea was novel and
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was resisted by the bureaucracy from the
lowest level to the highest in the government
of India. I was then in charge of the labour
wing of the Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee and I represented to Dr.
Syamaprasad the cause of the slat workers.
I explained to him that the salt workers had
experience in salt manufacture and that the
experiment was worth a trial. Overruling all
objections, from the officialdom,
Syamaprasadji allowed the co-operative to
be formed and assigned the land. It is today
one of the outstanding examples of co-
operative salt manufacture by the workers
themselves.

He believed in:
co-operation.
between

~ labourand .

employer for -

Parliamentarian,
Syamaprasadji
was an orator, a
skilled debater
and master of

employers were paying
prewar wages in the days
of post-war inflation. I
was followed by other
trade union leaders. The |
mill-owners presented |
their case. Apparently, |
Syamaprasadji had come
with a prejudiced brief
against workers but such

Dr. Syamaprasad
Mookerjee

was his broad mind and open sympathy for
the labour that he totally changed his approach
and gave directions forresolving the problem.

Syamaprasadji’s solicitude for labour was
so well known that the workers of the
Hindustan Ship Building Yard, Vizagapatnam

" Alilr{duslgﬁgSMiniStFef,l Dr. dSYamaPtr}?S?d ‘ the’Benefit of witty sallies [EISLIING abide any decision that
actical and sympathetic JRE_ ~ i - e di : |
ap(;)?o:?heio alal?o?ll; pr,loblems. ¥1ephad no [ increased and r.epartees. fh);aﬁzgga;s:géx ay givein their dispute with E
faithirl_theM_arxistdoctripeofCIaSS struggle. production During my As a Parliamentarian, Syamaprasadji was ?
;‘ Hedbehe\{ed in io—ogleer::)t;cr)lggtetge;nc 121;2:5 and : days in an orator, a skilled debater and master of E
employer for " . s i i i
;xrloductli)onyand productivity. He had a great productivity. | ‘ : pl'.ovnsxonal Klltgrzililé?md ;ngir;?:ﬁ?izgg trl?g %?r);st ]1
1‘ solicitude for the welfare of labour for He had a parliament VU Parliament, L had the benefit of watching his '
‘H | which1 (c):ax; glsfglze;r&e:'tsonal testimony. It : great f the first flomposure dilring criticism and his 3'
A was arou —] 5 N . evastating reply.
1 there was a complete ’ solicitudefor Parliament, 1 As Minister for Industry and Supply, he
it strike in textile mills in the welf :r B TN RS S iI8 was once criticized in Parliament for having
. \I“ Coimbatore. Sri R. K. _ e weilare o of watching his disposed of the surplus stores at a very low
Shanmugam Chetty (then 8 labourfor price. I remember one member, who made
\H Finance Minister) and which I can comp?sure these allegations, brought a few specimens
\“\ | Sygmaprasadjl_ visited A ~ during of good brushes and showed them as having
B Co1mbat0.reht0(-1111scussthe ' - alsobear e B been disposed of at a very low price.
i matters with mill-owners ‘ - e g ji, whi i
J‘ as well as the workers. S p?‘:SO“al hlS devastating z:gtaigila;?:é%gc}}lsﬁrs?;}ﬁgtghztgee: (sit?;ltfs’.
‘\ At the meeting, I opened| - SriR. K. testnnony. e reply. stores consisted of both good and bad
i the case for the labour! gponmugam SRR e = materials that had to be disposed of at the
- and said that. the|'  Chetty
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best available price. He then produced a
few brushes before the House which had no
bristles at all as samples disposed of and
thus completely silenced the House!.

Above all Syamaprasadji was front rank
patriot and an ardent nationalist. He did not
accept anything less than complete
independence to the country unlike the
moderates of those days who were content
with Domination Status. He was against the
partition of India and resisted it with all his
might. After independence Syamaprasadji
wanted total integration of Kashmir with
India and opposed the special status under
Art 370 of the Constitution. His speech in
Parliament opposing a separate flag for
Kashmir State which was put forward by the
influential leaders of the National
Conference before the Kashmir Constituent
Assembly, rings in our ears as one of the
finest pieces of parliamentary eloquence.
He told the people of Jammu at a mammoth
public meeting “I shall get you the Indian
Constitution or give up my life for it”.

In May 1953 the Jammu and Kashmir
State was in ferment. The Praja Parishad
had mounted an massive agitation forkeeping
Jammu and Kashmir as one of the other
states within the Indian Union and the local
government had let loose leonine violence
and suppression. Despite indifferent health,
thelion hearted leader Syamaprasad;ji rushed
to Kashmir. He was arrested and he died
while in prisor custody. He died a martyr to
the cause of Indian Unity. The nation was
plunged in sorrow.

Syamaprasadji was universally admired
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Prime Minister
Nehru as the
leader of the

House made a
memorable
obituary
referencein
which he said

that ““we are

deprived of the
personality
" who had
played a
notable and
great part in
the country...
A large and
good stretch of
years was’
before him.
But that was
not to be”.
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Lok Sabha echoed the

and respected. In
Parliament the treasury
benches, the opposition
and all other sections were
deferential towards him.
In fact Shri Mavlankar,
the then Speaker of the

Pt. Jawaharlal

feelings of all sections of
Nehru

the House when he said:

“His ability, sincerity,
the masterly manner of his handling his
subject, his eloquence and above all his
patriotism and love of his country-men
entitled him to our respect”.

Prime Minister Nehru as the leader of the
House made amemorable obituary reference
in which he said that “we are deprived of the
personality who had played a notable and
great part in the country... A large and good
stretch of years was before him. But that
was not to be”.

I should like to add one more admirable
quality of his, namely his adherence to the
highest democratic tradition during debates
in the House. Speaking as the Leader of
Opposition in the debate on Planning,
Syamaprasadji said, “we are anxious to give
you cooperation. We are not enemies sitting

| face to face before each other. You feel for

the Country, we feel the Country should
develop. We know that political freedom
will be meaningless and-fruiless if it is not
followed by economic freedom and social
equality. But let us proceed not on party
lines. Let there be more tolerance, let there
by more appreciation of each other point of
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view. If some of us do not agree with you, do
not see eye to eye with you, do not
immediately think we are traitors or enemies
of the Country. We are here to serve the
Country and that is the spiritin which I have
spoken”.
Syamaprasadji was a Karma yogi. He
performed his duties without fear or favour,

affection or ill will. Bhagavan said in
Bhagavat Gita— ‘
(CRURAACINE Syamaprasadji

Thasmat asaktah satatam Karyam Karma
Samachara was a Karma

Asaktohi acharan Karma param aproti yogi. He
Purushah performed

Therefore, constantly perform your his duti
obligatory duties without attachment. By . Isduties
doing duty without attachment man verily [JERGTITNIIS{:1
obtains the Supreme. By his martyrdom, or favour, ’
Syamaprasadji has attained the Supreme. .

I congratulate Asutosh Mookerjec affection
Memorial Institute on their decision toinstall or ill will.
the bust of Syamaprasadji so that the
illustrious son may keep company with the
illustrious father.

Lives of great men remind us
That we make our life sublime

I am sure that this image of

Syamaprasadji will instill in the succeeding

generations qualities that make a nation
great.

(O _feete atohommnan
(R. Venkataraman)

March 31, 2001
New Delhi
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